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2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



1. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claim(s) 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as based on a 
disclosure, which is not enabling. "A computer readable medium" is critical or essential 
to the practice of the invention, included in the claim(s) is not enabled by the disclosure. 
See In re Mayhew, 527 F.2d 1229, 188 USPQ 356 (CCPA 1976). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 
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4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claim(s) 1-3, 6-18, 20-22 and 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Hillson et al. (US 6,094,644) in view of McGregor et al. (US 

6,198,915 B1). 

Regarding claim(s) 1, Hillson discloses a method for tracking telephone plan 
minute status (column 1, lines 7-10), comprising: 

initializing a first timer, having timer information, including a time block 
designation and a timer usage variable, associated therewith (column 12, lines 24-31); 

adding the time used by a call to the timer usage variable if the call was made 
within the time block designation associated with the first timer (column 12, lines 32-39); 
and 

notifying a user of predefined timer information (column 12, lines 40-50). 

Hillson fails to disclose the predefined timer information includes the time limits 
minus a value of the timer usage variable. 

However, McGregor teaches wherein the predefined timer information includes 
the time limits minus a value of the timer usage variable (column 18, lines 30-44). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Hillson using the teaching of 
calculating charges as taught by McGregor. 
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This modification of the invention enables the system to predefine timer 
information includes the time limits minus a value of the timer usage variable so that the 
user would know their usage. 

Regarding claim(s) 2 and 32, Hillson discloses a method, further comprising: 
initializing a second timer, having timer information, including a second time block 
designation and a second timer usage variable, associated therewith (column 13, lines 
46-54). 

Regarding claim(s) 3 and 18, Hillson discloses a method, wherein the 
predefined timer information includes a value associated with the timer usage variable 
(column 13, lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim(s) 4 and 19, Hillson discloses a method, wherein the 
predefined timer information includes time limits associated with the time block 
designation (column 13, lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim(s) 5 and 20, Hillson discloses a method, wherein the 
predefined timer information includes the time limits minus a value of the timer usage 
variable (column 13, lines 46-54). 
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Regarding claim(s) 6, Hillson discloses a method, further comprising: receiving 
from the user time block information to initialize a timer (column 13, lines 46-54) 

Regarding claim(s) 7, Hillson discloses a method, further comprising: setting 
each time block designation associated with each timer based on a time block defined 
by a calling plan structure (column 13, lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim(s) 8, Hillson discloses a method, wherein each time block 
designation associated with each timer comprises at least one beginning time and at 
least one ending time (column 12, lines 24-31). 

Regarding claim(s) 9, Hillson discloses a method, wherein each time block 
designation associated with each timer comprises at least one beginning date and at 
least one beginning time and at least one ending date and at least one ending time 
(column 12, lines 24-31). 

Regarding claim(s) 10, Hillson discloses a method, further comprising: resetting 
the timer usage variable (column 13, lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim(s) 11, Hillson discloses a method, further comprising: resetting 
the timer usage variable periodically (column 13, lines 46-54). 
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Regarding claim(s) 12, Hillson discloses a method, wherein said notifying 
further comprises: sending an electronic message to the user (column 13, lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim(s) 13, Hillson discloses a method, wherein said notifying further 
comprises: transmitting timer information on a computer network to the user (column 13, 
lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim(s) 14, Hillson discloses a method, wherein said notifying 
further comprises: receiving a user request for timer information through a voice mail 
system; and transmitting timer information to said the user through the voice mail 
system (column 13, lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim(s) 15 and 21, Hillson discloses a method, further comprising 
protecting the predefined timer information with a user password (column 13, lines 46- 
54). 

Regarding claim(s) 16 and 22, Hillson discloses a method, further comprising 
charging a fee to access the predefined timer information (column 12, lines 24-31). 

Regarding claim(s) 17, Hillson discloses a system for tracking telephone plan 
minute status (column 1, lines 7-10), comprising: 
a computer (19 on FIG. 4); and 
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a software program loaded onto said computer configured to: 

initiate a timer, wherein the timer has information, including a time block 
designation and a timer usage variable, associated therewith (column 12, lines 24-31); 

add time used by a call to the timer usage variable if the call was made within the 
time block designation associated with the timer and notify a user of predefined timer 
information (column 12, lines 32-50). 

Hillson fails to disclose the predefined timer information includes the time limits 
minus a value of the timer usage variable. 

However, McGregor teaches wherein the predefined timer information includes 
the time limits minus a value of the timer usage variable (column 18, lines 30-44). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Hillson using the teaching of 
calculating charges as taught by McGregor. 

This modification of the invention enables the system to predefine timer 
information includes the time limits minus a value of the timer usage variable so that the 
user would know their usage. 

Regarding claim(s) 31, Hillson discloses a computer readable medium having 
stored thereon computer-executable instructions for causing a computer to perform a 
method for tracking telephone plan minute status, the method comprising: 
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initializing a first timer, having timer information, including a time block 
designation having time limits and a timer usage variable, associated therewith (column 
12, lines 24-31); 

adding time used by a call to the timer usage variable when the call was made 
within the time block designation associated with the first timer (column 12, lines 32-50); 
and 

notifying a user of predefined timer information (column 12, lines 40-50). 

Hillson fails to disclose the predefined timer information includes the time limits 
minus a value of the timer usage variable. 

However, McGregor teaches wherein the predefined timer information includes 
the time limits minus a value of the timer usage variable (column 18, lines 30-44). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Hillson using the teaching of 
calculating charges as taught by McGregor. 

This modification of the invention enables the system to predefine timer 
information includes the time limits minus a value of the timer usage variable so that the 
user would know their usage. 

Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim(s) 1-3, 6-18, 20-22 and 31-32 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7539. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Gerald Gauthier 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 
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